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definition of the concept of liberty is needed which would set liberty in 
contrast to oppression. The third part is devoted to the new moral order 
which is to be established upon the basis of the sociological laws with the 
decay of the present relations and metaphysics that has become inevitable. 
A new formation must be expected and Professor Roberty prognosticates the 
rise of a new morality which will reanimate our hopes and our courage. 

Transitional Eras in Thought with Special Reference to the Present 
Age. By A. C. Armstrong, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy in Wes- 
leyan University. New York : The Macmillan Company. London : 
Macniillan & Co., Ltd. 1904. Pp. 347. Price, $2.00. 

Prof. A. C. Armstrong discusses the conflict between science and religion, 
and confidently offers his solution of the problem as sound and rational. 
The present age. which like all eras of transition is decidedly marked by nega- 
tivism, is a phase in the growth of mankind. He believes that though our 
religious views may be modified, they will be reformed in the struggle for 
truth. Theism is not endangered. " The grounds of theistic belief are 
numerous and varied; the complete argument for theism is cumulative, 
composed of many convergent lines of proof. To different minds the several 
elements which compose it appeal in different ways and with varying degrees 
of force. Not least important, however, and far from least in its coercive 
influence over the modern mind, is the conviction of the supreme significance 
of the theistic postulate. * * * The instinctive disposition of the human 
spirit to crown its feelings and its action, as it completes its thinking, by belief 
in a Supreme Spiritual Being, may be a delusive impulse rather than a 
mental tendency which is worthy of all trust. But these convictions and the 
ideal appreciation of their object, these strivings toward the assurance that 
God exists and reigns, themselves constitute a principal obstacle to the 
successful defence of the sceptical position. * * * Or to employ the more 
accurate, because more simple and spontaneous, words of St. Augustine, ' God 
has made us for Himself, and our heart is restless till it finds rest in Him.' " 

Our author comes to the following conclusion: 

" In order to complete the advance from a negative to a positive age, 
developmental synthesis must conform to two different yet related standards ; 
it must satisfy the demand for conclusions in accord with the results of 
advancing knowledge ; it must meet the need for principles fitted to serve 
as the foundation and the vehicles of a vigorous life. These constitute the 
criteria by which the value of constructive movements is to be tested. * * * 
Thought must become conviction, reason find an ally in will, belief pass 
over into joyous faith, for so only can they accomplish their appointed work." 



